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Becoming President of the Maryland Council for Social Studies this past April has 

made me feel honored and at the same time extremely nervous. I have been a part 

of MDCSS for the past four years and have been in awe of the amazing group of 

people with whom I have had the pleasure to work. We’re all familiar with the say-

ing, “it takes a village to raise a child”, but I know that it also takes a village to lead 

a non-profit social studies council. I have worked with other teachers, resource 

teachers, content supervisors, a principal, college professors, an education special-

ist at a museum, and a self-titled “concerned citizen”. The Board of Directors for 

the Maryland Council is an eclectic group with various talents and experiences 

who works out of the goodness of their hearts to promote social studies and pro-

vide opportunities to teachers. These people are willing to sacrifice time relaxing at 

home with their families to do what work needs to be done to make MDCSS the 

success that it is today. I have a tough act to follow becoming president after Scott 

McComb. Scott is one of the hardest working people I know in the field of social 

studies and has really helped to build up the organization to what it is today. I am 

not nearly as experienced as Scott.  The only reason that I am able to take the 

reigns as president of the organization is because of the great group of people with 

whom I will be working. I know that these people will guide me through this jour-

ney and help me to continue to try to grow MDCSS in the future. I am grateful to 

the Board of Directors for MDCSS for all of their hard work in the past and the 

work they will continue to do in the future.  I am grateful to you for your contin-

ued support of social studies in Maryland through your membership in MDCSS. 

We are currently working hard to make our annual fall conference one of the best 

yet, and I hope to see a large portion of our membership attend. I will do the best 

job that I can as the president of the Maryland Council for Social Studies over the 

next two years and strive to live up to your expectations as well as my own. I hope 

everyone has a nice end to their school year, a relaxing summer, and I look for-

ward to seeing many of you on October 17th, 2014 for our fall conference!  

A Message from the President  

by Amanda Roberts 







 

SOCIAL STUDIES PROFESSIONALS OF THE YEARSOCIAL STUDIES PROFESSIONALS OF THE YEARSOCIAL STUDIES PROFESSIONALS OF THE YEARSOCIAL STUDIES PROFESSIONALS OF THE YEAR    

AWARDS TO BE CONFERRED 

Elementary Social Studies Teacher of the Year – The nominee must be a 

current elementary educator who has made a significant contribution to social 

studies in a public or private Maryland school.  The nominee shall have 

exhibited outstanding professional qualities in working with students, 

colleagues, and the community. 

Secondary Social Studies Teacher of the Year – The nominee must be a 

current middle or high school educator who has made a significant 

contribution to social studies in a public or private Maryland school.  The 

nominee shall have exhibited outstanding professional qualities in working 

with students, colleagues, and the community. 

Promising New Social Studies Teacher of the Year –The nominee must be a 

current elementary or secondary educator in their first five years of teaching 

who has demonstrated an exceptional commitment and made significant 

contributions to social studies instruction. 

Social Studies Instructional Leader of the Year – The nominee must be a 

social studies supervisor, resource teacher, or other instructional leader in a 

Maryland school system who has made outstanding contributions to 

curriculum and/or resource development, teacher professional development, 

or system-wide organization.  Awards will be presented to recipients at the 

MDCSS Conference to be held in Annapolis, Maryland on Friday, October 

17, 2014. 

 
 
 
 

 
MDCSS 28th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2014 

The Universities at Shady Grove 
Shady Grove, Maryland 
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The Maryland Council  
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President 

AMANDA ROBERTS, Harford County 

 

President Elect 

VACANT 

 

Communications Coordinator 

DANI BIANCOLLI, Washington County 

 

Membership Coordinator 

LAURA PINTO, Anne Arundel County 

 

Treasurer 
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Secretary 

CINDY WAUGH, Howard County 

 

Administrative Assistant 

BARBARA WHITE 

 

Members-at-Large 

FERN WOLT 

Montgomery County 

 

JERMAINE ELLERBE 

Coppin State University 

 

RYAN KAISER 

Baltimore City 

 

KIMBERLY EGGBORN 

Howard County 

 

ROBERT ROCK 

Towson University 

 

REBECCA BOWN 

Calvert County 

 

TINA NELSON 

Baltimore County 

 

Liaisons 

 

RAELYNNE SNYDER 
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Advisory Council 



 
 

Outstanding Professional at a Social Studies-related Organization – The nominee must be a current 

professional at an organization whose mission is closely related to the field of social studies, such as a historic 

site, history museum, social studies educational alliance, or social studies advocacy organization.  The 

nominee shall have exhibited outstanding professional qualities in working with students, teachers, and/or 

the community in the areas of education and/or advocacy. 

PROCEDURES FOR NOMINATION 

The nominator must describe the nature of the nominee’s achievements on this form.  Professionals selected 

for these awards will be honored at the MDCSS Fall Conference on October 17, 2014 at the Universities of 

Shady Grove, Shady Grove, Maryland. 

Please send completed nomination forms to Barbara White at bwhite@mdcss.org no later than September 

26, 2014. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Conference Links 
 
 MDCSS Conference ONLINE REGISTRATION 

MDCSS Conference MAIL IN REGISTRATION. 

COLLEGE STUDENT REGISTRATION FORM.2014 

MDCSS Conference Sponsorship Form – 2014 

MDCSS Vendor Registra'on Form – 2014 

Non-Profit Exhibitor Registra'on Form – 2014 

MDCSS Awards Nomina'on Form.2014 

 
 
 
 
 

    
MDCSS 28th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2014 

(cont’d)(cont’d)(cont’d)(cont’d)    
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Social Studies is essential for the survival of our representative democracy, especially in the rapidly 

changing society that is being sculpted by social media.  According to the Pew Research Center, in 2013, 90% 

of internet users between the ages of 18-29 used social media and one-third of Facebook users got their news 

from Facebook.  The power of social media is immeasurable but we know it is strong enough to do 

everything from reuniting lost family members to bringing an unknown artist to stardom to sparking a 

revolution.   Recently, social media helped highlight the abduction of 300 Nigerian girls with over 4 million 

people tweeting with the #BringBackOurGirls.  For better or for worse, social media has become ingrained in 

our culture, so it is up to Social Studies educators to teach students how to appropriately harness the power   

of social media to ensure survival of our representative democracy. 

 

  

 

 

    

Why I Support Social StudiesWhy I Support Social StudiesWhy I Support Social StudiesWhy I Support Social Studies    
    

By Kimberly Eggborn 
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Social media is finally testing the old adage that there are three things we should not talk about in public: 

religion, money, and politics. I find it ironic that Americans are told not to talk about these things since we 

are a society that was built on the ideas of religious tolerance, capitalism, and an educated citizenry.  

President Eisenhower noted, “Politics ought to be the part-time profession of every citizen who would protect 

the rights and privileges of free men."    

 

Effective Discourse and Appropriate Action 

Venues like Facebook and Twitter have given people a way to feel “safer” sharing their views but often the 

political tweets and posts elicit such heated debate that they get shut down or result in petty name calling.  

This indicates that we still need to teach our students how to have civil discourse about various topics 

whether they are facilitated through social media or in person. It is imperative that we equip our citizens with 

the necessary tools to engage in an informed and civil conversation that allows for multiple viewpoints to be 

heard without it turning into a fight.  

 

In addition to teaching students how to have discourse, we must also teach them how to more effectively 

communicate their ideas.  Randomly tweeting and posting about problems or concerns will only go so far.  

As of 2012, there were still 20.9 million people enslaved in our world.  This past year, the U.S. Government 

shut down for 16 days because Congress could not agree on a budget.  Their inability to do their job cost our 

country billions of dollars, furloughed 850,000 individuals, and impeded millions of Americans who rely on 

critical programs such as inspections from the Food and Drug Administration.  One would think that these 

things would be enough to outrage voters into taking actions. However, the voter turnout rate for Primary 

elections this June has shown that voters are as apathetic as ever.  In fact, the June 2014 primary in Alabama 

has reported it was the lowest voter turn out in 16 years!   They need both the knowledge that they can make 

a difference and the knowledge of how to go about making a difference.  At the very least citizens must know 

their rights and limitations; they must know how our government is organized in order to know whom to 

contact.  We must embolden the next generation to break our cycle of apathy and ineffectiveness.  Our 

students need to be properly equipped for the challenges that face them.  

 

Fully Educated Citizenry 

To be successful, we must truly educate our students. Thomas Jefferson once wrote, “If a nation expects to be 

ignorant and free in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.”  Being educated in a 

representative democracy means that in addition to reading and mathematics, our students must learn Social 

Studies.  It is through Social Studies that they will learn how a democracy functions and realize their role in 

society.  

    
Why I Support Social Studies (cont’d)Why I Support Social Studies (cont’d)Why I Support Social Studies (cont’d)Why I Support Social Studies (cont’d)    
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Students need to know not only the mechanics of how to read but they need to know how to read with a 

critical eye, ask compelling question, conduct robust investigations to answer these questions, analyze 

evidence and their claims, be able to communicate their findings and then act upon what they have learned. 

The new national framework, College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards, 

focuses on these tools and skills in order to prepare students with the disciplined thinking needed to 

successfully navigate through life.   

 

All of this sounds wonderful and most teachers would agree that these are important skills we must teach our 

students. Unfortunately, many of our schools are being pressured into solely focusing on mathematics and 

reading in hopes of meeting their school’s Annual Yearly Progress and Student Learning Objective targets.  

There is little time left to teach students why our representative democracy is worth fighting for or why it is so 

important they understand how our government is supposed to work.    Instead our students are spending 

their time on practice texts and reading selections of random texts for the sole purpose of being able to 

answer questions about the isolated text.  

 

Instead of these test selections, students should be reading authentic and meaningful text.  Students should 

be reading about real world issues, looking for patterns with other historical events, and then identifying 

possible solutions.  Sites like http://Newsela.com have made current events accessible for students of all ages 

by allowing the user to customize the Lexile level of the text.  We must teach students how to navigate and 

interpret authentic texts through the lenses of Social Studies.  We must teach them who they should contact 

and what avenues they can take to facilitate change.  While Facebook and Twitter are useful tools, students 

need to learn Social Studies in order to effectively harness the power of social media.  Thus, let us keep in 

mind the words of John F. Kennedy that “Democracy is never a final achievement. It is a call to an untiring 

effort." 

 

 
 

    
Why I Support Social Studies (cont’d)Why I Support Social Studies (cont’d)Why I Support Social Studies (cont’d)Why I Support Social Studies (cont’d)    
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Understanding the Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship is Essential to the Future Prosperity of Our Nation 
  

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senators Ben Cardin (D-Md.) and  Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) lauded unanimous 

approval of their Senate Resolution (S. Res. 427) that calls for increased prioritization of civics education 

in American public schools.  

  

The Cardin-Grassley resolution affirms that civic education is essential to the well-being of the constitutional 

government of the United States. It recognizes that comprehensive and formal instruction in civics and 

government would provide students a basis for understanding the rights and responsibilities of citizens in the 

constitutional government of the United States. It also encourages elementary and secondary schools to 

develop curricula with demonstrated effectiveness in fostering civic competence, civic responsibility, and a 

reasoned commitment to the fundamental values and principles underlying the constitutional government of 

the United States. The resolution also calls for all teachers of civics and government to have access to 

adequate opportunities to enrich teaching through professional development programs to enrich their 

teaching capacity. 

  

“The health of our democracy depends on having well informed and involved citizens. Civics education is key 

to cultivating a generation of future leaders, who -- with the lessons learned from our rich democratic history -- 

will lead us to a bright future.” said Senator Cardin. “I thank my Senate colleagues for uniting in behind 

civics education and pledging to support our dedicated teachers and administrators.”  

  

“Our Founding Fathers believed that an educated citizenry is essential to the preservation of liberty,” said 

Senator Grassley.  “It’s critical that each new generation of Americans develops a sound understanding of our 

nation’s founding principles and its founding document, the U.S. Constitution.  Representative government 

is a two-way street.  It requires elected officials who listen to their constituents and citizens who are informed 

and engaged to keep their representatives accountable.”   

  

The full text of the resolution can be found here. 

    
Senate PassesSenate PassesSenate PassesSenate Passes    Cardin, Grassley Resolution Cardin, Grassley Resolution Cardin, Grassley Resolution Cardin, Grassley Resolution     

Prioritizing Civics EducationPrioritizing Civics EducationPrioritizing Civics EducationPrioritizing Civics Education 
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 by Todd W. Kenreich 

Professor of Secondary Education, Towson University 

 

About a decade ago, an 

investment banker named 

Jim O’Neill coined the 

acronym “BRICs” to refer to 

the growing economies of 

Brazil, Russia, India, and 

China (Goldman Sachs 

Research, 2003). Now, Mr. 

O’Neill has coined “MINTs” 

as a new term for Mexico, 

Indonesia, Nigeria, and 

Turkey. While investors 

search for emerging markets  

here, I wonder how much our students know about these rising players 

in the global economy. Our shared border and close trading ties with Mexico suggest that our students know 

something about our neighbor to the south. However, I would argue that Indonesia, Nigeria, and Turkey 

receive very little instructional time in our social studies classrooms. Do we and our students even know the 

basics about the MINTs (see Figure 1)?  

One argument for teaching more about these nations is that U.S. trade and investment with these nations 

will continue to grow. Others would argue that the economic competitiveness of the U.S. depends in part on 

our capacity to work with growing economies. While I wouldn’t suggest that we try to teach about the world 

as a series of quick nation-by-nation lessons, I do think that some of the 196 countries merit much more of 

our students’ attention. Savvy social studies teachers can find instructional time to help their students develop 

“state of the planet” awareness of major trends in population and the economy (Hanvey, 1976). This 

awareness begins with a systematic effort to study countries and regions beyond our own.  

 

MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about     

Mexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and TurkeyMexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and TurkeyMexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and TurkeyMexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and Turkey    
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The recent kidnapping of girls by Boko 

Haram has placed Nigeria in the media’s 

spotlight, but what more do our students 

need to know about the economy, politics, 

and culture of Africa’s most populous 

nation? What tools can we provide 

students so that they have a deeper 

knowledge and curiosity about the world? 

A few of the resources listed below can 

help your students start their journey 

toward “state of the planet” awareness.  

Nigerian Flag 

 

Why not create your own teaching 

resources and get paid for it? 

Here’s a future grant opportunity 

to consider. The American 

Turkish Society's Curriculum 

Development Grant Program 

invites elementary and secondary 

teachers to create classroom 

projects and instructional 

materials about Turkey. Awards 

range from $250 to $2,500. For 

more information, visit http://

www.americanturkishsociety.org/. 

Flag of  Turkey 

 

MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about     

Mexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and TurkeyMexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and TurkeyMexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and TurkeyMexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and Turkey    

(cont’d)(cont’d)(cont’d)(cont’d)    
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Figure 1. Fast Facts on Population and the Economy 

 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, CIA Factbook, World Bank 

 

Resources 

Boix Mansilla, V., & Jackson, A. (2011). Educating for global competence: Preparing our youth to engage the world. New 

York, NY: The Asia Society. Retrieved from http://www.ccsso.org/Documents/GlobalCompetence-04_21_11%20

(2).pdf.  

Brown, B. (2014). Boko haram: Behind the headlines. Boston, MA: Boston University African Studies Center. Retrieved 

from http://www.bu.edu/africa/files/2014/05/Boko-Haram-Teaching-Resource.pdf.  

Peace Corps Nigeria Alumni Foundation. (2014). Resources for teachers. Washington, DC: Author. Retrieved from 

http://www.pcnaf.org/resources. 

Walk, F. (2010). What is quality of life? An Indonesian case study. St. Louis, MO: Annenberg Foundation. Retrieved from 

http://www.learner.org. 

References 

  Population 

In millions 

Largest 

Racial/

Ethnic 

Groups 

Gross Do-

mestic 

Product in 

Billions 

GDP per 

capita 

(2012) 

Curren-

cy 

Mexico 120 Mestizo 
(Amerindia
n-Spanish) 

1,180 $9,749 Mexican 
peso 

Indone-

sia 

254 Javanese, 
Sundanese 

878 $3,557 Indone-
sian rupi-
ah 

Nigeria 177 Hausa, Fu-
lani, Yoru-
ba, Igbo 

460 $2,722 Nigerian 
naira 

Turkey 82 Turkish, 
Kurdish 

798 $10,666 Turkish 
lira 

MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about MINTs in the Classroom: Teaching about     

Mexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and TurkeyMexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and TurkeyMexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and TurkeyMexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, and Turkey    
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The goal of Sophia.org, a free educational platform, is to provide self-paced and 

relevant curriculum to learners at all educational levels.  Although I have yet to truly 

explore this great technology tool as part of my instruction such as creating online 

lessons that can include text, images, video and audio resources, I have found it 

most useful for my personal professional development.   

In my school survey requesting professional development topics from the staff for 

the upcoming school year, Flipped Classrooms were listed.  I was unfamiliar with 

this term.  I logged into Sophia.org and searched the topic.  A number of tutorials 

that defined the Flipped Classroom Model, sample lessons, and ways to introduce 

this model to students are just a few of the resources that were provided.  Resources 

were annotated, rated and commented upon which allowed me to make the most of 

my time. 

Sophia.org even provides certification opportunities on Chrome Classroom 

Certification, Virtual Classroom, and Flipped Classrooms.  I am currently working 

my way through the Google in the Classroom Certification. 

Users are also able to follow authors and links can be embedded and shared via 

email, Facebook, Twitter, Pintrest, and Google Plus. 

 

I  did a few quick searches for examples on ways I could directly incorporate this tool 

into my instruction and came up with the following: 

 ~Map Skills :  Map Skills: Longitude and Latitude 

 ~National History Day :  Choosing A Research Question 

 ~American Revolution:  American Revolution Project 

 ~Reconstruction Era:  Johnson and Presidential Reconstruction 

 ~Civil Rights Movement:  Civil Rights Movement 

 

 

Web Tools for Teachers 
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If you know of other great 

sites that you’d like to share, 

please let us know about 

them! Contact Cindy Waugh 

at chroniclesubmis-

sions@gmail.com.  



In June, I had the pleasure and privilege to bear 

witness to some outstanding 5th Graders at Manor 

Woods Elementary School in Ellicott City.  They were 

hosting their annual Simulated Congressional 

Hearings and I was serving as a judge. Students 

assumed the role of constitutional experts. 

The Simulated Congressional Hearing (SCH) is the 

culminating activity for fifth grade social studies in the 

Howard County Public School System.  Throughout 

the year, students study four units of instruction: 

Colonial America, The American Revolution, 

Building a New Nation, and We the People. The SCH 

is an authentic, performance-based assessment where 

students demonstrate their understanding of the U.S. 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Students display 

their expertise on topics ranging from colonial life and 

government to the contemporary rights and responsibilities of citizens in our country. 

Students clearly stated their claims on topics such as prayer in school, the importance of voting and internet 

regulations. The supported their claims and addressed counter claims with current and historical evidence 

and most importantly, were able to respectfully disagree with one another.  

Students spoke of the April demonstration in California that 

resulted in the street closure in front of the Los Angeles 

Unified School District headquarters.  Parents, graduates, and 

activists placed 375 student desks in front of the headquarters 

(see image to the right) to represent the 375 students that drop 

out weekly in the district.  

Students referred to Tiana Parker of Tulsa, Oklahoma who 

learned in September of 2013 that her school had passed a 

policy that banned, not only her dreadlocks, but also Afros, 

Mohawks and other “faddish” hairstyles it considered 

unacceptable and potential health hazards.   

 

Simulated Congressional HearingsSimulated Congressional HearingsSimulated Congressional HearingsSimulated Congressional Hearings    

By Cindy WaughBy Cindy WaughBy Cindy WaughBy Cindy Waugh    
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Classroom Connections 

A series dedicated to highlighting happenings in classes around the state. 

5th Grader of Manor Woods Elementary School  

defending his claim to judges.   



Classroom Connections (cont’d) 
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The United States Constitution was continually called upon by all 

students; the First Amendment in regards to freedom of religion, 

speech, and assembly, the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments on is-

sues surrounding equality, and 19th Amendment in reference to 

female suffrage.  

This is the 12th year of the program in Howard County.  This year 

all 41 elementary schools participate with over 4,000 fifth graders 

taking part.  

 

The original format and content of the SCH was developed by the 

Center for Civic Education as a culminating activity for the We the 

People: The Citizen and the Constitution program, a nationally 

acclaimed civic education program administered by the Center for 

Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. 

It was established in 1987 under the Commission on the Bicenten-

nial of the United States Constitution. 

 

 

 

Hats off the to the 5th Grade 

Team at Manor Woods Elemen-

tary school that ensure this event 

is a success, year after year!!! 

 

5th Graders taking notes while Observing a Panel 

of Constitutional Experts 

Judging Panel 
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Mt. Pleasant Remembers the Civil War 

 

 

Bring your students to the Howard County Conservancy to discover the history of the Civil War in 

Howard County!  Students will 

  ~Use GPS technology to engage in Civil War geochallenges. 

  ~Explore the environmental effects of damming of the rivers during this time period. 

  ~Tour the outbuildings and become acquainted with farm life during the Civil War. 

For more information, please contact Ann Strozyk at 410-465-8877, extension 102. 

 

 

The Howard County Conservancy is Howard County’s first environmental education center. Over 

seven thousand students at all grade levels, participate in programs at the Conservancy each year in-

cluding field trips, service learning, scout activities, and camps. For more information on the variety 

of educational programs offered, visit http://www.hcconservancy.org/educational-program-

overview.html. 

 

 

          

 Opportunities 



MDCSS is dedicated to supporting social studies education in all of its forms 

in order to promote an educational experience for young people that  

encourages cultural understanding and a fundamental respect for human 

dignity, while preparing students for success in the 21st century. 

Goals: 

• To promote and support social studies education in Maryland and the 

United States 

• To build a community of social studies educators in the state of  

• Maryland 

• To advance cultural understanding through social studies instruction 

that teaches respect for human differences and an appreciation of diver-

sity 

• To provide high quality professional development and instructional 

resources for Maryland social studies teachers 

• To recognize excellent social studies teachers and programs at the ele-

mentary, middle, and high school levels 

October  2014:  

October 17:  MDCSS Annual Conference, University at Shady Grove, Rockville, MD 

 

November 2014: 

November 21-23:  NCSS Annual Conference, Boston, MA 

 

 

 

 

 

For even more events go to http://mdcss.org/events/ . 

Calendar of Events 

www.mdcss.org 
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